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EINARRATIVE

Narrative
The Town of Clarksburg is located in Berkshire County, Jjust north of the
City of North Adams and bordering Stamford, Vermont. It has a year-round
population of approximately 1700 people.
The town combines all of the benefits of rural living in an area full of
scenic landscapes, with an excellent elementary school (K-8), sufficient
land available for development, and direct access to the urban amenities of
North Adams. The zoning by-laws of Clarksburg have recently been totally
revised, thereby creating three areas for industrial development. The town
intends to aggressively promote and develop its newly created industrial
lands, to relieve the presently basically residential tax burden.
(Narrative supplied by community)
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

Northwestern Massachusetts, bordered by Pownal and Stamford, Vermont, on the
north; Florida on the east; North Adams on the south; and Williamstown on the
west. Clarksburg is 24 miles north of Pittsfield, 65 miles northwest of
Springfield, 134 miles northwest of Boston, and 171 miles from New York City.

Total Area: 12.84 sq. miles
Land Area: 12.76 sq. miles
Population: 1,745
Density: 137 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Great Barrington Station)

Normal temperature in January..... 20.1°F
Normal temperature in July........ 68.1°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 44.8"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

North Adams, Williamstown

Regional Planning Agency

Berkshire County

Metropolitan Statistical Area
(1993 Definition)
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@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (413) 663-7940
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Board of Selectmen
Town Administrator
Open Town Meeting

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1798

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 1,023
Democrats 218 21.3
Republicans 82 8.0
Other parties 1 0.1
Unenrolled Voters 722 70.6

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profile of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Ceoaraphic Area: Clarkszhburg town, Berkshire County, Massachusetts

[Far information on confidentiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text]
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fHOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -
Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units
in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 0
Conventional Federal: 0
Rental AssistanceDHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 0
Federal (Section 8): 0
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E'TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

Clarksburg is situated in Berkshire County, a region of hills and low
mountains that widen to create the Berkshire Valley in the south. The major
cities and towns are linked together by U.S. Route 7. North Adams and
Pittsfield are major points of entry for rail freight into Massachusetts,
and the region has several commercial airports. Public roads and highways
meet the requirements of modern transportation.

Major Highways
The principal highway is State Route 8, which connects just south of
Clarksburg with cross-state Route 2.

Rail
There is no freight or passenger rail service in Clarksburg, but the
network of intermodal facilities serving Massachusetts is easily
accessible.

Bus

Clarksburg is a member of the Berkshire Regional Transit Authority (BRTA),
which provides user-side paratransit service for the elderly and disabled.

Other

Harriman & West Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility located in the
neighboring town of North Adams, has a 4,300'x 100' asphalt runway.
Instrument approaches available: None.

Commuting to Work (Means of Transportation to Work, Travel Time) U.S. Census Bureau Tables

LAND USE CLASSIFICATION

* (Office of Environmental Affairs 1985)

Acres
Residential 626 7.6%
Commercial 5 0.1%
Industrial 9 0.1%
Transportation 3 0.0%
Agriculture 501 6.1%
Urban Open Land 14 0.2%
Recreation 45 0.5%
Water 60 0.7%
Other 6,929 84.6%
* Cape Cod communities updated 1992
ZONING REGULATIONS
(Supplied by community 1993)
Single Two Multi
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Family Family Family

Minimum lot size (sf) 21,780- 21,780- 21,780-87,120 (6 d.u.
217,800 87,120 maximum)

Minimum lot width

or frontage (ft) 100-250 100-125 100-125

GROWTH MANAGEMENT

(Supplied by community 1993)

Comprehensive Plans No
Rent Control No
Condominium Controls No
Groundwater Protection No
Subdivision Control Laws Yes
Site Plan Approval Required Yes
Other Growth Limits No
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CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

None

Long Term Care
None
Hospices
None
Rest Homes
None
UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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